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- Northern Portugal, Porto District

- Administrative region: Tâmega e Sousa 

- Lousada area: 96 km2

- Population (2018): 46.815 inhabitants

- age 0-14:    6.818
- age 15-64:  33.697
- age +64:     6.300

- Growing and ageing population

- Strong urban pressure

- Low environmental tradition and literacy (until 2015)
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GENERAL WASTE

- Domestic general waste goes directly to landfill,

in Lousada.

- Landfill occupation taxes updated yearly.

- No waste sorting is applied.

- Biogas is exploited.

- Residual waters are treated.



SORTED WASTE

- Sorted waste goes to proper facility, in Lousada:

- Final sorting by waste type

- Compacting and shipping

- Recyclable waste is sent to final treatment,  transformation

and valorization.

Street containers (70%) or EcoCenter (30%)



MAIN ISSUES

- High occupation rates of landfill.

- High amounts of waste produced.

- Low sorting rates.

- Non attainment of policy targets (32 kg/inhab/year)

- Difficult implementation of PAYT systems in Portugal.

- Reduced activity of the EcoCenter.



RECEIVE AS YOU THROW

Pilot initiative



WEIGHING

Papel – 0,10€

Plástico – 0,15€

Vidro – 0,05€



PROCESSING



TEMPORARY DEPOSIT



OTHER WASTE



WASTE FINAL SORTING AND SHIPPING



“not sustainable” WASTE



HOW DOES IT WORK?

- Sorted waste is delivered and weighed at the

EcoCenter.

- A record sheet is filled in.

- Waste is accounted at the following rates:

- Paper/cardboard 0,10€ / kg 

- Plastics/metal 0,15€ / kg 

- Glass 0,05€ / kg

- Amounts are discounted from the municipal 

waste treatment taxes 

(average household: 8 – 10 €/month).



RESULTS

- 1621 participating households (31-01-2020)

- In 2016, before the project, the EcoCenter received 16 ton of waste.

- The project started in June 5th 2017:

- 2017 41 ton (only half a year)

- 2018 217 ton

- 2019 467 ton

- 2020 42 ton (only january)

768 ton of recyclable waste not going to landfill!



RESULTS



RESULTS: SORTED WASTE
KG / INHABITANT / YEAR
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Lousada, an integrative perspective

Thank you!


