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French waste prevention policy

Presented fall 2003
Mainly based on voluntary actions

Large public information campaign (with
TV adds)

"0ols prepared for local authority and
associations

One « lighthouse » action : plastic bags
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One Important success
plastic bags reduction

Using the impact of NGO and local
authorities (Corsica, Compagnie du vent),

In 2003, french government began strong
exchanges with distribution sector.

At the end of 2003, major distributors
announced a reduction of at least minus
15 % In 2 or 3 years : voluntary action

The success has been amplified !
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One important success :
plastic bags reduction in France

Year Billion bags Base 100 %
(10° bagsly) (in 2002)
2002 10.5 100
2003 9.4 89.5
2004 7.5 71
2005 5.9 56
2006 3.1 29

70 % reduction instead of 15 % |
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Waste prevention Is a win-win action

No-waste is not throwing a product (less waste, and less pollution in
waste treatment)

But no waste is also often no new product : Repairing an appliance
or buying a second hand bike means not buying a new one : Fewer
new products, fewer goods also mean fewer natural resources, less
oll, less pollution, less transport, less fuel

All this Is money saving for households and companies

New jobs are created, (balancing jobs lost in non-production and
sale of products, if)

Example is given by 2 actions : reducing food losses and drinking tap

water instead of bottled water

Eating food on time (fresh fruits, preserves, or cans) means no out
of date goods and less rubbish including less packagings

The example of tap water based on the CO2 emissions shows the
leverage force of packaging waste (here, plastic bottle) prevention
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The « Drink tap water » example

,-""-- |
. i | Cruels marque distnbue
What is the i1 1 milliard de lires chague jour ef
. |} pas una seule bautaille 7
packaging waste .

reduction and CO2 ;

impact if public | |

campaign SUCCEEdS Mmoo st L
In avoiding 1 out of 2 flat water bottles In

a community of 600 000* inhabitants?

* = 1% of France population

ACR+ 09 21 2007



The «Drink tap water » example | R

N/ 224 S1LOEDIE BN
Basic products: T_rar_lqurt End of life
30 million bottles d%gﬁﬁ:'gn 1000T garbage
1000 Ton PET |— B —
10 million Ton.km (half recycled)

1,23TC/Tof PET 30gC/T.km | 156 kg C/ T waste

1230 Ton Carbon 300 Ton Carbon| | 156 Ton carbon

*Conversion factor for France with ADEME Bilan Carbone
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The «Drink tap water» example [ |
e,/ Le2u U SEDIE I
With a halving of spring water bottles for
600 000 inhabitants,

reduction of CO2 emission IS :

Production CO2 = Transport CO2 = PaCkagglzg_WaSte

1230 T C/year S00 T C /year 156 T C/year

Pco, + Tco, + Wco, =1686 T carbon
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The« Drink tap
water » example

r!' Crualla margue disbtibus
(1 1 milliard de litres chague jour et
PC N | pas una seule bautaille
i
{ |
73% L ‘
l;l g J L'eau du SEDIF
- La madar de fami char voee. 1SRRG

- ¥4 of the CO2 saving is in upstream product (here, PET

packaging)
-The impact of packaging waste treatment is less than
10% of CO2 involved

-The prevention of CO2 emissions by transport is twice

that of emissions from packaging waste treatment
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 These results can be used when some
producers use unacceptable arguments in
order to ruin waste prevention campaigns.

For instance, In first term of 2007, campaign
against tap water of Cristaline Company
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Qui prétend que  je choisis Cristaline.
I’eau du robinet

a toujours bon gout
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Plomb

Nitrates

o\ 43ore

Je ne fais pas
d’économie sur
I’eau que je bois. Cristaline.
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le ne b0|s pas Je choisis Cristaline.
I'eau que |’ut|I|se.
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It Is Important to share
experiments and studies

 ACR+ Initiatives are important for
european cities and regions progress in
waste prevention

« And for convergence of actions

 One example can be the proposal of an

European Waste Prevention Week,
as France has created in 2006
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La semaine de la réduction des
déchets

..nlla
DY 3 AU 11 NOVEMBRE 2007 -

Semaine de la Reduction
des Déchets

gl N Réduire,
e il 1Y ) H
P o & ."f‘;"" I | - EEI ﬂﬂlr !

Cliquez-ici pour en savoir plus. REDUISONS

VITE NOS DECHETS,
€A DERORDE
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