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Ireland’s Climate Action Plan-2024
• 20.3.2 Waste 

• The GHG emissions from waste
• Waste treatment-methane emissions from landfill
Gains in reducing material use, and substituting virgin material with 
recycled material, will be credited back up the supply chain. 

Minimising waste generation, and improving segregation, reuse and 
recycling will lead to less emissions associated with waste transport and 
treatment. 

• Waste emissions per head are lower in Ireland compared to the 
EU average. 

The key policy tools which have been successful in Ireland are: 

• Levy on landfill and diversion regulations; 

• Widespread segregation of waste, capturing recyclables and 
biodegradable waste; 

• Industry-supported recycling operations; 

• Regional waste planning.

• To achieve our targets, all these areas need improvement, 
particularly developing better prevention strategies; improving 
capture rates; and reducing both contamination and the amount 
of non-recyclable materials



ZWS Carbon Foot Printing Tool

• The 2019 carbon impacts of municipal waste in 
Ireland are assessed by the Carbon Metric at 
5.3 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(t CO2eq.), or 1.0 tonne CO2eq./capita. 

• To achieve a 25% reduction by 2025 as part of 
the ACR+ ‘More Circularity Less Carbon’ 
campaign, Ireland must reduce its waste 
carbon impacts by approximately 1.3 million 
tCO2eq, to a total of 3.9 million tCO2eq.

• A number of scenarios, that focus on waste 
prevention measures, have been investigated 
in this report to explore pathways for Ireland 
to achieve the 2025 target.



In 2019-2020 we start evaluating the Regional 
Waste Management Plans
• Regional Waste Management Planning - it was agreed three plans 

would become one Plan, the recommendations from the Carbon Foot 
Print report were considered pre and post draft. 

• Pre-draft Consultation

• Post Draft Consultation



Engagement 

Key Partners 

Key Stakeholders 

   Local Government Sector

CAPTURE COMPLIANCE CONSUMPTION 





•More Prevention 
•More Reduction 
•More Reuse 
•More Recycling
•More Facilities 

•More Consumption  
•More Waste  
•More Pressure on Resources 
•More Dependence on Export 
•More Infrastructure Required 

Challenges Responses

Policy Plan
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Carbon Footprint Report

-Detailed breakdown of textile





Plan Implementation-Work Plan 1 2024-2025

• Implementation will include 
continuous analysis of material 
flows and waste streams as key 
indicators for the achievement 
of the Plan ambition and targets.

• Annual Report to be published in 
Q2 2026 and considering our 
options for Carbon Foot print  
measurement including ZWS 
updated tool.
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