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ACR+ to analyse the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on municipal 
waste management systems 

ACR+ is launching a survey to gather data on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on municipal 
waste management systems. The results will contribute to a better understanding of the crisis, to 
identifying effective solutions and to increasing the resilience of municipal solid waste collection 
systems. The survey is the continuation of an initiative started in March 2020, in the first hours of 
the pandemic, mapping how public authorities in Europe and beyond reacted and adapted their 
waste management systems to the urgency of the situation.   

Brussels, Belgium – The COVID-19 pandemic has already had tremendous impacts on the waste sector. 
While the pandemic was progressing and lockdowns imposed in many countries, public authorities and 
municipal waste operators had to rapidly adapt their waste management systems and procedures to 
the situation. Replying to requests from its members, ACR+ gathered information on several systems 
and solutions implemented across Europe and beyond with the aim of exchanging practices and 
experiences. The result of this initiative, including an infographic summarizing the observed trends in 
March, is available on the ACR+ website. 

Now that the situation has evolved and most of the countries are progressively easing lockdown 
measures, ACR+ is working on assessing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic at local level regarding 
municipal waste management. The network’s aim is to identify interesting practices and analyse the 
key factors to increase the capacity of waste management systems to respond to health crises while 
keeping prevention and recycling high on the agenda. It will lead to the publication of an aggregated 
analysis, accompanied by highlights on specific practices.  

Share your experience with ACR+! 

ACR+ wants to hear directly from municipal and local authorities (or their waste operators) about the 
consequences of the crisis on their waste system. Their experience is essential to understand and 
assess the impact of the COVID-19 in particular regarding the services provided, the quantities 
collected, health and safety measures, finances and communication to users. 

Are you a municipal or local authority? You can contribute to ACR+ work and share your experience by 
filling out an online survey, open until the end of July 2020.  

Take part in the survey 

- - ENDS - - 

 

Contact:   

ACR+ Secretariat – Paolo Marengo 

E-mail: pm@acrplus.org 

Tel: +32 2 234 65 00 

 

 

https://www.acrplus.org/images/Media_Kit/Press_Releases/2020_06_16_ACR_Press_Release_Survey_COVID19.pdf
https://www.acrplus.org/en/municipal-waste-management-covid-19
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/municipalwastemanagementcovid19
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/municipalwastemanagementcovid19
mailto:pm@acrplus.org
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The Association of Cities and Regions for sustainable Resource management (ACR+) is an international network 

of cities and regions sharing the aim of promoting sustainable resource management and accelerating the 

transition towards a circular economy on their territories and beyond. Gathering over 100 members, the network 

is open to other key players in the field of material resource management, such as NGOs, academic institutions, 

consultancies, or private organisations. Members’ needs and priorities define the network’s activities, which 

include facilitating the exchange of experiences between members and the sharing of technical and policy 

information. To strengthen the knowledge and capacities of the network and promote innovation in the field of 

material resource management, ACR+ is also involved in several projects at the European level and in the 

Mediterranean region, in cooperation with its members. 

 

For more information visit our website: www.acrplus.org or follow us on Twitter: @ACRplus 

http://www.acrplus.org/
https://twitter.com/acrplus

