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DATABASE ON QUANTITATIVE BENCHMARKS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTE 

PREVENTION 
A database for Local & Regional Authorities in support of the new  

Waste Framework Directive 

 ACR+ launches a database containing 36 best practice cases with 
quantitative data 

[Brussels, 25 March 2011] 

 ACR+, the Association of Cities and Regions for Recycling and sustainable Resource 
Management is launching a new online database entitled “Quantitative Benchmarks for 
Municipal Waste Prevention - A database for Local & Regional Authorities in support of the 
new Waste Framework Directive”. This database is specifically developed and only 
accessible for ACR+ members. 

 
The Waste Framework Directive from December 2008 (2008/98) stipulates a clear 
obligation to give priority for waste prevention above all other waste management practices 
(art. 4). It also imposes to Member States to determine appropriate and specific qualitative 
or quantitative benchmarks for waste prevention in their waste prevention programs to be 
elaborated by December 2013 (art. 29). 
 
Generation of municipal waste currently estimated at about 513 kg/inh/y (EU 27) will 
continue to increase across the EU if public authorities do not react strongly and positively. 
One of the biggest challenges for waste prevention is to quantify the impact of its 
development.  
 
For this reason ACR+ decided to develop this database. It consists of 36 detailed 
quantitative waste prevention examples that exemplify the potential waste reductions 
achievable at both regional and local level.   
 
The waste prevention examples are covering 5 main different waste streams: bio-waste, 
packaging waste, paper waste, bulky waste and other municipal waste. They reflect, in 
quantitative terms, the ACR+ concept of the “quantitative European benchmark” of 100 kg 
less waste per inhabitant per year.  
 
The case studies offer quantitative results in various, but easy understandable, units. The 
database will be updated on a regular basis as well as extended in order to incorporate 
more cases and more quantified data on targets and results indicators. In order to provide 
you with an insight of the way the cases are presented in the database, we attach one 
example for your information.  
The current lack of extensive waste quantitative prevention policy experience suggests that 
European countries may benefit from: pursuing more intensified information exchange 
activities, undertaking in depth case studies on the design, implementation, and evaluation 
of waste prevention programs, and analyzing synergies between waste prevention efforts 
aimed at improving economy-wide resource efficiency, and waste management. The 
current database could serve as an example for this. 
 
 

 
REMINDER – UPCOMING EVENTS ON WASTE PREVENTION 
 
PRE-WASTE WORKSHOP - 28 March 2011 – Radisson Blu Royal Hotel, Brussels, 
Belgium 
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1 In the framework of the Pre-waste project (Interreg IVC), European workshop on waste 
prevention practices and policies,, 28 March 2011 from 9:00 to 17:30,  
To download the programme and to register please visit:  http://www.acrplus.org/pre-waste 
 
2. European Week for Waste Reduction Awards Ceremony (LIFE+ project) from 18:00 to 
21:00  
 
For more information and registration, www.ewwr.eu/awards or pna@ibgebim.be  
 
The Association of Cities and Regions for Recycling and sustainable Resource 
management (ACR+) is an international network of members who share the common 
aim of promoting the sustainable consumption of resources and management of waste 
through prevention at source, reuse and recycling. ACR+ currently has more than 90 

members, mainly local and regional authorities as well as national networks of local 
authorities representing around 750 municipalities. ACR+ also welcomes other key 
players in the sustainable resource-product-waste management, such as NGOs, 
academic institutions or private organisations, as partner members.  
 

For further information:  

Philippe Micheaux Naudet –Email : pmn@acrplus.org – Tel : +32 2 234 65 08 
 
Association of Cities and Regions for Recycling and sustainable Resource management 
(ACR+)  
Avenue d’Auderghem, 63 - 1040 Bruxelles, www.acrplus.org 
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