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Assessment criteria for circular economy projects 

A draft table of assessment criteria (V2.0) for circular economy issued on January 2018 

• 4th logical step of the project 
 

• We started with 5 criteria discussed in 
the 2° Policy Lab  
 

• Several months of discussion and tests 
on real cases 

Good compliance with the indicators in the Monitoring Framework document 



Policy Lab 
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4,8% 
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165 Answers, 43 Comments 



Brief resume of the comments received 

• Useful tool towards the definition of CE projects 

• Eco-design projects should gain more attention  

• Excessive focus on waste matter  

• Avoiding waste !! 

• Please, simplify the table   

 
• Detailed comments received from the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructures, together 

with a proposal for a cooperation in this field 
 



N. CRITERION Explanation Metrics Additional parameters Assessment indicator Weight

1 ECO- Design

Re-shaping the first stage of an industrial process (Product design) in 

order to reduce the waste generated AND/OR increase the life of the 

final product

Kg/year of virgin material avoided 

through the new process AND/OR by the 

prolongation of the product's life

Economic value of  the virgin 

material (€/Kg) 

Metrics x additional 

parameter (€/year)
10

2
New production process accepting 

"secondary raw material"

Replacement , total or partial, of virgin material with "secondary raw 

material" 

Kg/year of virgin material avoided 

through the new process

Economic value of  the virgin 

material (€/Kg) 

Metrics x additional 

parameter (€/year)
8

CONSUMPTION 3
RE-Use, Re-Manufacturing, 

Refurbishment,

Prolongation of the life of a certain product that otherwise will be 

disposed

Kg/year of virgin material avoided by the 

prolongation of the product's life

Economic value of  the virgin 

material (€/Kg) 

Metrics x additional 

parameter (€/year)
8

5

Mass of waste resources recovered 

and re-introduced in a production 

cycle as secondary raw material

The new process generates waste that can be re-used in the same 

process or  in another production process
Kg/year

Economic value of the secondary 

raw material(€/Kg) minus Cost of 

its transport to the production 

site (€/Kg) (*)

Metrics x additional 

parameter (€/year)
8

6 Project promoting waste recycling Promotional campaign with a specific target producing a specific waste Waste produced by the target Kg/year Cost of disposal (€/Kg)
Metrics x additional 

parameter (€/year)
6

7

“Net Energy balance respect to the 

previous system” or “Amount of 

energy recovered” 

Energy (KWh) used in the old process per unit of product divided by 

energy used in the new process for the same unit of product

Number that can be lower or higher than 

1

Metrics (the number in 

column C)

8 Reduction of emissions 

Emissions of CO2 (**) generated by the old process per unit of product  

divided by emissions used in the new process for the same unit of 

product

Number that can be lower or higher than 

1

Metrics (the number in 

column C)

SOCIAL CRITERION 9 Net balance of jobs
Number of new jobs created by the circular economy project, minus 

the number of jobs lost in the previous linear process

N = Number of full time working units 

(can be positive or negative)

P = Number of full time woking 

units in the old process

 Implementation of "CIRCULAR PROCUREMENT" in the project (tick the box if relevant)

Educational projects targeted to relevant stakeholders  (tick the box if relevant)

(*) In case the secondary raw material does not have a final destination but is just "put on the market", the weight is reduced from 8 to 7

(**) In case of other pollutans, a table of equivalence should be used to convert them into CO2 equivalent emissions - https://climatechangeconnection.org/emissions/co2-equivalents/   

The weight of the related project is increased by 50%

The weight of the related project is increased by 20%

ENVIRONMENTAL 

CRITERIA
1 (the 

assessment 

indicator is 

"per se" a 

weight )

DISPOSAL

PRODUCTION

Applicants may 

select only one of 

these two boxes

Rev 3.0 elaborated according to the feedback, including instructions and 
an example of its application 



Extract from the feedback received by DG ENV (after a meeting held 

on September 2018) 

• We welcome the initiative and the link to the indicators used in the EU 
monitoring framework, but some key issues are missing. 

• Some remarks on both the choice of the indicators and on the weighting 
criteria used to get the overall index. 

• A general formula for calculating the final score and the link to the cells in 
the Table is not clear 

• Plus several specific comments  on each criterion 



What we are doing after the end of the project 

• Further elaboration and internal discussion (Policy Lab) 

• Tests in real cases by the Regions (on a voluntary basis…) 

• Cooperation with the Rijkswaterstaat 

• Cooperation with the “Circular City Funding Guide” (see next slide) 

• A new meeting as a SCREEN Policy Lab to show the new table 

  



Possible contribution to: 



More details in the next presentations….. 

Thank you for your attention! 

Carlo Polidori  

 Project manager on behalf of the Coordinator Lazio Region 

www.screen-lab.eu   -polidori.carlo@telenet.be  


