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EU Textiles some facts, (myths) and figures

Myth “all textiles are made in the far east ” Reality

Data source: EURATEX elaboration based on EUROSTAT Pics source: Santenderina, EURATEX, Sympatex



EU Textiles some facts, (myths) and figures

In 2018:  23 Bln. of clothing items imported 
5 Bln. (+-1 in 5)  made in EU

Reality

Data source: EURATEX elaboration based on EUROSTAT 

Myth “clothing (= cheap fast fashion) is made in the far east”

Pic source: Herno



EU Textiles facts (myths) and figures

Myths on textiles, pollution and sustainability Reality

Doing more with less 



EU Textiles facts (myths) and figures

Textile is a resource-intensive sector,                  
the EEA sheds light on the real textiles 
manufacturing impacts on materials, water, Co2

Reality

Pics source: EEA 2019

Myths on textiles, pollution and sustainability

(1) source: EURATEX strategy, preface

Bottom line: 
“we need to find new ways for making, using and 
disposing products1”



EU Textiles front runner for Circular Economy

Companies showing 
what it takes to make 
circular textiles the norm

www.circulary.eu



EPR in Textiles 

The EURATEX Circular Economy strategy proposes:

12 key points to remove barriers

XXXVIII specific proposals

Key question for EPRs:

“what are the new ways of making, using and disposing textiles

and how EPR may fit into that ?”

Source: www.euratex.eu/sustainable-businesses/circular-economy



• EPR shall be designed to support circularity

• EPR shall value different Textiles 

• EPR shall solve real problems

• No contradictions in EPR schemes for textiles across the EU 

• There shall be an agreement on 1 single Eco-modulation concept 

• EPRs scheme shall not cause detrimental unintended consequences 

Highlights of the official EURATEX Position Paper on EPR

Planned release: June 2020

Source: www.euratex.eu/sustainable-businesses/circular-economy

EPR in Textiles 
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